
With several other members of the Brock Society, I attended a public meeting organized by my MP
Paul Dewar (who wasn’t present) to present information and answer questions about FBAR and
FATCA, at the Tom Brown Arena in Ottawa the evening of March 26.

The main presentation was given by a local cross-border-qualified CPA.  There were opening
remarks by two of the three NDP Members of Parliament who attended.  I didn’t count the crowd,
but other counts suggest it was between 100 and 120 persons.  (Hard to get an exact count, as there
were some latecomers and others who left before the meeting was over.)  The crowd was larger than
the organizers had expected; they had to find more chairs as the meeting began.

My wife and I are of the opinion that nothing significantly new or different was presented by the
CPA, that we hadn’t already learned or heard about on the Brock Society website.  There was some
information put out by the CPA and by some audience members, most notably on some of the
citizenship issues, that I know to be inaccurate or incomplete, so I’m not going to summarize the
presentation and in particular I’m not going to repeat things that I don’t think are accurate or for
which I haven’t seen any substantiation anywhere.

From our perspective, the most beneficial aspect of the meeting was the opportunity for the three
Members of Parliament to hear the questions and discussion from the audience.  Though they had
to leave after a bit more than an hour, they got a full spectrum of most of the concerns expressed
on this forum, as they relate to FBAR and FATCA.

The three NDP Members present were Peter Julian (finance critic), Hoang Mai (national revenue
critic), and Craig Scott (newly-elected member from Toronto-Danforth, formerly Jack Layton’s
riding).  This was a pretty high-level delegation from the Official Opposition.  Dewar wasn’t there;
as Julian mentioned in his opening remarks, he’s tired and recovering with his family from the
Leadership Convention.

Mid-way through the presentation, there was a question from the audience directed specifically to
the  MP delegation.  The question was roughly as follows: “FATCA regulations will require banks
to ask Canadian citizens and residents to waive their privacy rights and allow their private financial
information to be given directly to the IRS.  This seems in violation of our privacy laws, banking
laws, the Canada-US Tax Treaty, and our Charter rights in Canada.  I have a three-part question: a)
what as far as you know will our government do to prevent these violations, b) what is the NDP’s
position on these legal and sovereignty violations, and c) what legal recourse do citizens have if the
banks violate our laws?”

My notes of the replies from Julian and Mai (Scott was there as an observer and never spoke) are:

a) they know the government is still negotiating with the Americans about FATCA, but they don’t
know what’s being discussed, and they’re frankly worried about that;

b) the NDP supports going after real tax cheats but are opposed to ordinary Canadians being caught
in this net.  They believe the penalties for non-filing are excessive.  The NDP will continue to “push
back” on these issues.

c) no one addressed possible legal recourse; I didn’t really expect them to, since no one knows what
the final regulations will be and how they well be acted on (or not) in Canada.  There was a bit of
speculation by the CPA and by a couple of audience members on the subject of what the government
might do to arrive at a “mutually acceptable” solution, but I’m not going to report that speculation
because that is clearly what it was.  There’s enough paranoia, stress and rumour-mongering around
on these issues already, and I’m not going to contribute to it unless I have some firm information. 
Which I don’t think any of us will get for some weeks or months yet, but that’s my speculation.



Peter Julian made a very useful suggestion on the subject of excessive penalties or unreasonable
treatment.  The NDP very much wants to hear of concrete cases and details of any excessive
penalties or hardships arising from FBAR, FATCA and US taxation in Canada, so they can raise
these during Question Period or with government ministers (or both).  But they need concrete
examples with specific details, not second- or third-hand rumours, which they can credibly quote
and raise in the House of Commons.  He urged people who have been subjected to excessive
treatment or penalties to contact Paul Dewar (most of the audience were from his riding), Julian,
Mai and/or your own MP with those details which you would be willing to have put to the
government as examples.

I came away from the meeting feeling confident that the NDP caucus is very well-informed about
the issues and about our concerns, and that they will continue to push the government on these.

At one point in the meeting, several of us took an opportunity to distribute to the audience some
business cards containing the Isaac Brock Society website addresses, which Pacifica had created and
brought with her to the meeting.  Pacifica made a brief announcement about the cards and about the
website (in response to an audience comment that people needed a “support” website for these
issues). 

If anyone is visiting this thread as a result of that meeting and one of those cards, welcome!

Finally, at the very end of the meeting, an announcement was made by a local representative of
Democrats Abroad.  This particular member is just as upset and outraged about FBAR and FATCA
as everyone else in the audience.  His name is Larry Rousseau and he has a website with contact
information here:   http://larryrousseau.ca/  Larry urged anyone in the room who is a US citizen and
a Democrat to apply to vote in whatever Demcractic primary for which he or she is eligible, and to
vote for a Canadian expat delegate to go to the Democratic convention this summer to lobby on
these issues.  It seems there are several such candidates, including Larry if I recall correctly.  I'm
neither a US citizen nor obviously a Democrat either, so I'm not interested in this myself.  However,
if you are a US citizen and are NOT intending to renounce or relinquish (voting will negate any
relinquishment claim you might have and would be inconsistent with a renunciation), you might
want to check with Larry or with the nearest Democrats Abroad chapter and see if you can find out
who is running as expat delegates and how you might vote for one or more of them.  

The above notes are based on my very rough scribbled notes to myself and my recollections and
personal interpretations drafted two days after the meeting.  Please do not construe any of the above
to be a complete or verbatim account of the meeting, nor can it be used as or considered to be legal
or accounting advice.
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