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(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time) 
 

Consulate Report for 

Copenhagen, Denmark 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 

 
I only had one appointment at the Copenhagen embassy. I don’t know if that is standard 
practice for them or if it is because in my initial email to them I stated that I was aware of 
all the consequences, ramifications, fees and IRS forms and that I had already weighed 
my decision carefully. And they sent me all the forms to look over in an email. So there 
was absolutely no need for me to go twice. 
--- Rødgrød, 2012.03 
 
My renunciation went very smoothly. I was in and out of there in 45 minutes! There was 
no one in sight, but as I climbed the steps to the building a guard came out and greeted 
me. I explained that I had an appointment, so he opened up for me and I went inside 
where there was an airport-like security area with Danish guards. I gave my cell phone 
and ipod to one of the guards and walked through the metal detector.  
 
It was a very friendly and relaxed atmosphere. I seemed to be their only “customer”. 
Inside the embassy the guard was a US soldier. I gave him my name and he asked for my 
ID. First I gave him my US passport but then I realized that I would need it later in order 
to give it up. Oops. So I explained the situation to him and he politely accepted my 
driver’s license instead. I sat in the lobby and waited for about 15 minutes. 
 
I was still early and I didn’t mind waiting as it gave my time to calm myself and collect 
my thoughts. I didn’t see anyone else except the cleaning lady, who had a conversation 
with the guard about how to best remove the finger smudges from his teller’s window. 
After awhile the Consul came out and received me. He was extremely apologetic for the 
waiting time, which I hadn’t minded at all (I was early anyway). He seemed a bit stressed 
and he explained to me that he had to meet with the Ambassador in a few minutes. Again, 
he was very apologetic and wanted to assure me that he did not in any way want to 
undermine the seriousness of what I was doing even though we would have to do it 
quickly. I told him it was no problem and that I had read a lot about the procedure and 
felt prepared.  

We went into his office and sat down. I felt he was very thorough despite the fact that he 
was in a rush. He explained to me that it was not his job to talk me out of it or make any 
judgments but that it was his job to make sure that I understood the ramifications of 
renouncing. He was very polite and professional and I felt totally at ease. He said that he 
had read my letter and that from the letter he had the impression that I was very serious 
about my decision.  

He asked me if I could tell him a little more about why I wanted to renounce, especially 
since the Danish government will probably pass a law allowing dual citizenship next 
year. I explained to him that I felt that the less bureaucracy in my life the better, and that I 
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only wanted to have to answer to one set of authorities. He then asked why, then, I 
wanted Danish citizenship instead of just having the American. I told him that I wanted to 
feel fully integrated here, be able to vote, etc. and that after almost 16 years it just felt 
like the right thing to do. I also mentioned that I want certainty about the future; that is, I 
want to have the same rights as every other citizen in Denmark and not be subject to the 
whim of immigration laws. He said that sounded fair enough. He also asked what my 
husband thought about it (maybe he wanted to make sure that nobody was pressuring me) 
and what my family in the States feels about it (it doesn’t bother them). All in all I think 
he was just making sure that I knew what I was doing. I actually enjoyed speaking with 
him. He also mentioned that I could still be extradited, could not escape criminal 
prosecution, am still liable for any taxes owed, and about form 8854 (which they already 
had emailed me a copy of).  

Finally, he went through the paperwork and told me that they usually get the CLN back 
within a few weeks. I signed the papers (I didn’t have to raise my hand or repeat any 
oaths) and “affirmed” that I was renouncing. He then said goodbye and said he would 
rather have met me under other circumstances but that he wished me all the best.  
 
I was then turned over to his assistant, a Danish guy with whom I had had lots of email 
and telephone contact already. The assistant took me to the cashier and I paid the $450 
(the only painful part about the whole process!). The assistant explained to me that they 
understood the seriousness of me not having a passport and that if I didn’t get my CLN 
within three weeks then I should call him and he would try and get the process sped up. 
He also admitted that some cases do get dragged out, but if the waiting time gets really 
long then they could ask the State Department permission to give me a copy of the oath I 
signed, which should be enough for the Danes to give me a passport. And then it was 
over! No second appointment; if all goes well I shouldn't have to go back (*knocking on 
wood*). I think the people I met at the embassy are the most polite people I’ve ever met 

in Denmark.  
---Rødgrød, 2012.02 
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