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Consulate Report for 

Vancouver, Canada 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

 
Here’s the info on my first step of relinquishment at the Vancouver Consulate today: 
-arrived 25 minutes early and lined up outside in the Citizen Services Line. The other line 
was for visas. 
-Everyone is very courteous but the security is a bit tighter than airports but no visible 
weapons. Pack of gum was a mistake. I had to take it outside, open it and then bring it 
back in. I did leave my vehicle fob and cell phone hidden in my vehicle. I saw a few 
people in panic trying to dispense of their possessions. 
-The document transfer inside consisted of (1) getting an order number and handing over 
my ID, (2) sitting down, (3) handing over my prepared forms, (4) sitting back down, (5) 
final discussion with the interviewer. 
-4081: At the final discussion, he only took one copy, did not care that I had crossed out 
“renounce” all over the page, He was completely aware of the difference between 
renounce and relinquish and indicated that relinquishment would give me a back dated 
CLN in 2-12 months. Most likely 12 months. I signed the 4081 but no seal was affixed. 
He warned me that I would never be able to travel on a US passport or vote. 
-4079: He took both copies, asked me the same questions that were on the form. I was 
told to come back in two months to sign the forms.  They will be checking to see if I have 
done any patriotic acts: voting, filing, passports, etc. 
-No fees at this point and they weren’t interested in my immigration card with the date I 
entered Canada. 
-I was out exactly one hour after my appointment time. 
D, 2012.04 
 

***** 
 
Vancouver First Visit: Eight days after making the appointment I had my first 
renunciation meeting at the Vancouver Consulate. The worse part of the whole 
experience was waiting to get inside (although I met some nice people in line). I arrived 
20 minutes early for an early morning appointment. There were two lineups outside – one 
for Visas and one for American Citizen Services. The visa lineup was much longer than 
the ACS lineup which I was in.                                                                                                                            
 
After standing outside for 55 minutes I was summoned inside the door and put all my 
belongings in trays and then I (and my belongings) went through the scan. Once I was 
deemed to be free of any forbidden items I was escorted by a security guard on an 
elevator up to the 20th floor consulate office.  
 
I started by going to a window to get my ticket, then was sent back to sit down to wait to 
be called to another window. There a man spoke to me briefly and took my U.S. and 
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Canadian passports and some other documents I had brought to photocopy and start a file 
for me. He then sent me back to sit and wait to be called to talk to a consular officer who 
spoke with me for about 20 minutes. He described what the loss of my citizenship would 
mean to me and asked me why I was renouncing. He told me that I would be called back 
in about two months for my second meeting when I will see a consular official and sign 
documents such as the CLN. They will let me know what documents I am to bring to that 
meeting. That is also when I will pay the $450 fee. Then I can expect to wait about a year 
to get the official CLN from Washington. He also said that the CLN sent from 
Washington will show the date that I sign the document at my second Vancouver visit as 
the date of loss of citizenship. 
 
I asked about travel across the border during the period between signing/giving up my 
U.S. passport and receiving the official CLN. He said that I should travel with my 
Canadian passport and if a border guard questions me about that I would simply respond 
that I have renounced my citizenship but do not yet have the CLN document to be issued 
from Washington. There was at least one other person there to renounce/rescind while I 
was there. 
 
All the consulate staff that I dealt with during the process were cordial and very 
professional. I never felt any recrimination from anyone for what I was doing. They 
simply did their jobs and did them well. So, don’t have an anxiety attack over this if 
you’re planning to renounce/rescind in Vancouver. Just make an appointment and start 
the process. (You make an appointment by emailing the “notary and other services 
appointment” address you find on the Vancouver Consulate website.) 
 
The whole process from the time I actually got inside until I was escorted out took about 
50 minutes. I noticed when I got out that the lineup was much longer so I would 
recommend getting an appointment as early in the day as you can to beat the longer 
lineups. 
 
Nitty-gritty Notes: Some people who went in were sent back outside to get rid of pills, 
etc. Someone in line told me that a place across the street would hold your cell phone for 
you for $5 but I can’t confirm that. I noticed a washroom on the main floor right by the 
elevator that takes you up to the consulate. There’s a Starbucks and another really good 
coffee place right by the consulate in case anyone needs a drink after their experience.      
--- Ladybug 2012.03 
 

*****. 

Got to the Vancouver consulate at 9 am for a 9:30 appointment, and had to navigate a 
huge line (outside) of people lining up for visa applications. Security folks were pretty 
helpful, and after standing outside (my wife was freezing) for about 40 minutes, we got in 
through security and up to the 20th floor. Security folks were all pleasant and efficient. 
 
After about 5 minutes, we (yes, they let me in too) fronted up to a consular clerk (?) who 
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was wearing a sweater that said CANADA across the back in big letters, and he 
proceeded to look at all the documents for a relinquishment. 
1. He wasn’t interested in the statutory declaration, never looked at it. 
2. He looked at the two forms and said they were very old forms (I downloaded them 
from the DOS website) and proceeded to transfer the info onto his own form. And he was 
super helpful. 
 
Then he looked at passports and citizenship documents and asked if my wife had her 
Canadian citizenship card. She didn’t bring it. He said THAT is considered the “official” 
document, and the piece of paper isn’t. He intimated that this is a Canadian statement, not 
US. And it puzzled him too, She dug up the card (at home) and will bring it the next time. 
So be advised — bring both of those citizenship pieces if you have them. 
Once he was finished with his paperwork — and copied all the docs (wanted landed 
immigrant paper too), he then handed it all over to the Consul, who then spent about 20 
minutes questioning my wife about her intent — making sure this was completely 
voluntary, and he made sure she understood the consequences of her actions. I was asked 
to step away during this process — he said quite freely that part of his job is to make sure 
she isn’t being coerced. 
 
Both of these guys asked when was the last tax return filed, but didn’t go any further 
down that road. And she was asked several times if she has(d) a US passport (she never 
did). At the end of the consular interview, he said the application is now filed, and in two 
months we’ll get a call for a second interview — again, he said, to make sure that this 
action is being taken voluntarily and with full consideration of the “irrevocable” nature of 
the act. He indicated that after the second interview, it would take about a year to get the 
CLN. 
 
Bottom line — as long as she has taken no action at all that would indicate a desire to 
retain US citizenship, the application should be approved. That won’t be a problem. 
That was it — took about 90 minutes once we were through the door, and the experience 
was pretty benign. Those guys all know what’s going on here, and he as much as said 
they’ve had a flood of these applications — that’s why it takes two months for the 2nd 
interview and a year to get the CLN.                                                                                      
--- Arrow 2012.03 

***** 

Well…..I am Renounced!!!!!!!!!!! I had my appt and I cannot begin to describe the 
feeling of relief after leaving that embassy!  I encourage everyone who has not done so, 
to do it!! 

The consular was very polite and professional, they did try to talk me out of it and 
explained every “possibility” that could happen in my life that I would want to keep my 
US Citizenship, but I stood my ground and proceeded. It went very smoothly… although, 
I was surprised as they took my 450.00 at my appt.  
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He did ask if I had children, I told him yes. I described my circumstances and why in fact 
they are not US Citizens as per the DOS websites and qualifications. He confirmed I was 
probably right but said the kids later in life COULD try and fill out an application and the 
DOS would make that determination, not a lawyer as I consulted.  The keyword is 
COULD… 

I am so happy to be 100% CANADIAN GAL now!!! 

I felt like shouting as I walked out FREEDOM, like William Wallace from Braveheart, 
lol!!!!                                                                                                                                      
--- Lovecheese 2012.03 
 

***** 
 
I had a 9:30 appointment with an ACS at the Vancouver US consulate. I arrived there at 
9:00 and informed the staff person there that I had an appointment. She directed me a 
shorter line. The worst parts of the interview experience yesterday were the security 
processes and the waiting (not knowing how long I would be). I realized I had 
preconceived notions about what would happen without checking how things would 
unfold. If I had had some knowledge of the reality of all this it would have been far less 
stressful. So I thought I’d share that with anyone who could benefit from it. 
 
The consulate staff I spoke with were professional and pleasant and asked the kinds of 
questions I was expecting. The security processes were somewhat arbitrary – a woman in 
front of me who was with two young children had to discard her lipsticks. She had to do 
that by leaving the consulate and walking next door to a courtyard where there was some 
kind of garbage container where she could drop her lipsticks. I was not asked to discard 
my lipstick (why?). Lipsticks were not on the list of things one could not bring into the 
consulate. Neither were any kind of “drugs”. I forgot about the few lactaid and Tylenol 
tablets I carried in my purse. That was enough to cause me to have to leave the security 
check line, give the offending material and my drivers license to another security guard, 
stand outside holding the loose contents of my purse along with some important 
documents in a wooden box for about 15 or 20 minutes before I was called in again to go 
through the same security process sans offending pills. Then once escorted by a security 
guard to the elevator and transported to the 20th floor I was given the wrong directions 
and stood in front of an empty wicket waiting for service. People around me, in a very 
crowded room were sitting on the floor (all chairs used up) and I started to wonder just 
how long I was going to be there. 
 
Someone finally did come – and I was told to go to another wicket. I answered questions 
from two different people, and while waiting in a darkish warm hallway filled with chairs 
for another interviewer, heard a staff person announce that the computers had gone down 
but not to worry, it wasn’t just them it was “the whole world”. And I thought what 
horrific thing could have possibly happened for all the world’s computers to have shut 
down? And there was I sitting in a U.S. consulate and that wasn’t a good thing! Later, my 
husband said it was probably “just” the worldwide consulate network that had problems, 
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but at the time, I had a mini panic attack sitting in that line of chairs wondering when 
number X (my number) would be called again and when I could get out of that building. 
I was out in about two hours and I would have sworn it was eight. Time lost its usual 
sense for me. I felt like I was in prison. Those of you who have traveled more, especially 
to countries where you needed visas have probably experienced some of this. But it was 
all new to me. 
 
The second interview should be in two or three months and I believe will be much less 
stressful because I will be more prepared. After that interview my information goes to 
Washington where the final decision is made. That will probably take a year from 
yesterday. After that, I hear from the IRS. I knew all this but it was still sobering to hear 
it again and all the anger and sadness I have had about this whole process came welling 
up and is still very present in me.                                                                                          
--- One Relinquisher, 2012.03 

***** 

 

 


