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Consulate Report for 

Calgary, Canada 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 
Renounced at Calgary U.S. consulate in Winter 2012. One daughter and I renounced. We 
were the only ones in the waiting room, after the security guard came and escorted us up 
the elevator. We had to wait a few minutes and then dealt with a woman at one of the 
windows, who took our documentation, made some copies, and confiscated our U.S. 
passports. She was dismayed that my daughter did not have her Birth Abroad of a U.S. 
Citizen paper. A few days later, this was found and sent to the consulate, after e-mail 
correspondence. We had our separate discussions with the U.S. consul. This was in an 
area just off the seating area, and anyone in the waiting area would be able to hear your 
conversations. The consul presented a lot of arguments of why-not to renounce. Fairly 
weak ones, citing global warming, and what if you won a lottery and wanted to live south 
all the time. At some point, you will be asked, “what makes things different now, from all 
the past years that you did not renounce?” My daughter and I had both submitted written 
reasons why we were renouncing, so we reiterated some of them. When he realizes that 
you are not backing down, he then allows you to sign the papers and take the oath. At one 
point, I did express that I was angry that I was not being allowed to renounce for my 
other daughter with a developmental disability. And pointed out that her guardian and 
alternate guardian had just renounced. He came back with the reply that perhaps in the 
future she would have a different guardian who wanted to live in the U.S. I also told him 
that I resented this daughter’s appointment being cancelled by the Calgary consulate. He 
did agree to re-book that appt., if I wanted to, but told be he would interview her 
privately, and if he thought she did not know what citizenship was, that he would not let 
her renounce. I cannot put her through this, so will not be making that appointment. The 
consulate told my other daughter and me that it would be 6-12 mos. before our Loss of 
Nationality papers would be mailed to us. In the meantime, we were still U.S. citizens 
and could even vote. We did get some very small receipt indicating that we had paid 
$450 each for our renouncing fees. 
---Cecilia, 2012.03 
 

***** 
 
In Calgary the renunciation was done in a somewhat open area. The Consul was behind 
glass and I was in an open room – essentially a cubicle with walls to the ceiling. I do not 
know if others could have heard the Consul but they definitely would have heard me. The 
renunciations are processed at a different time than visas so there was only one other 
person there who had the appointment after mine.                                                                
--- Peg11, 2012.03 
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I renounced in Calgary in Fall 2011. We think it was just over an hour in total for the 
renunciation. I renounced and my husband came as an observer.  
You check in at the security in the lobby of the building and they call up to the Consulate. 
I was there 30 mins early but they said to come back close to the appointment time. I had 
to stand in a specific spot so the security guard from the Consulate could see me via 
camera. The guard came down and escorted us upstairs on the elevator. First was the 
security screening (similar to an airport) then waited for a clerk to call my name. Then 
gave her my letter and identification. I may have gone back to the clerk but don't recall. 
Then waited for the Consul to call me into a booth. The Consul talked a lot about reasons 
not to renounce - most I had considered already; some I had not. He never asked about 
my children but mentioned me having children - in my letter I did not give any details of 
my children just said "children". I think he talked for at least 20 minutes and then we had 
to sign the forms. There was a mistake on one so it had to be redone and then the second 
time I signed the wrong place so again had to be redone. Those errors added 5-10 minutes 
to my appointment.                                                                                                                
--- Peg11, 2012.02 

 
The renunciation appt in Calgary was very formal. There was no joking. I was given 
many scenarios why my life could be difficult after renunciation as a non-US citizen yet 
not one of them made me reconsider my decision to renounce. Essentially I had the 
impression that he thought I was making the wrong decision by renouncing.                          
--- Peg11, 2012.01 

 
***** 

 
It went fairly smoothly and I would estimate I was in and out within an hour. He went 
through many reasons to not renounce and didn’t seem to understand my reasons for 
wanting to renounce....which was I wanted one citizenship and I had more devotion to 
Canada.  
They took my 450.00 at the appt and said 6-12 months (sigh)...now just the waiting 
game! I am so relieved it is over and I can call myself 100% Canadian!                             
--- Wowthisssucks, 2012.02 
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Consulate Report for 

Halifax, Canada 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 

 
When I renounced in February in Halifax, I was sent the forms before my appointment. I 
had to send them back with all needed documents so that it could be done in one 
appointment. I was told that the fee was to be paid upfront. There was no conversation 
about why I was renouncing. I also had added a letter as to why I wanted to renounce. I 
had to provide a postage paid envelope so that they could send my CLN when it came in 
if I didn’t it being folded L.O.L. I to felt so happy that I was CANADIAN only when I 
left there. I had a smile all the way home. And it still brings a smile and comfort every 
time I think about it. My only regret is that I didn’t know about this years ago as I would 
of done it long ago.                                                                                                                
--- Babbs, 2012.03 

 
My appointment was for early March but was moved up to last week. Reason I was told 
is that there was a back log and they were adding extra appointments to clear it up. There 
was a lot of back and forth with them for documents that I had to submit several times. I 
was reluctant to ask why but I did. Was my information being lost? They apologized for 
the confusion. When I called them about a few questions I had about filling out the form 
DS 4079 because I found a few questions difficult to answer because I was brought to 
Canada as a child, their answer was to fill out to the best of my ability. I was told that 
they didn't have time to go over the questions because they were busy because they were 
getting a lot of calls about renouncing. The appointment went well. No second 
appointment needed. The fee has to be paid upfront. I can have my CLN sent to me if I 
don't mind having it folded. I have to provide a postage paid envelope. Of course he 
couldn't tell me how long before I get the CLN.                                                                   
--- Babbs 2012.02 

 
***** 

 

Not sure what I expected but it was fairly painless with a couple of unexpected twists. 

First of all the consulate is a tiny suite of offices in an office tower. You get buzzed in by 
the receptionist/telephone operator/security guard. That gets you into a very small space 
where you have to put all metal objects (including your belt) into an equally small tray 
and then step through the metal detector. Then you step into a room the size of a large 
bedroom with about twenty plastic chairs screwed to the floor and you sit. This waiting 
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room is also the interview room – there are wickets around one side (nobody at them at 
all – staff or clients.) 

My appointment was for 9:30 and I arrived at 9:00 and they took me at 9:05. I spoke to a 
clerk who asked the purpose of my appointment and I said I wanted to inform them that I 
had expatriated in the 1970s. She was having none of that. She said she didn’t mean to 
imply that I was lying but they had a lot of people recently claiming this, so I had to have 
all the forms filled out as though I were relinquishing today. I thought this might be the 
case so I had already filled out these forms. She then asked if the other person coming in 
this morning was my wife. I said it was and she told me to go get her and they’d process 
both of us at the same time. Her appointment was for 11:00 so this was good news for us. 

I got my wife and returned. The same clerk asked us for documentation. She seemed to 
think I should have a form signed at my citizenship ceremony renouncing US citizenship. 
Not sure if I did that or not but her suggestion to apply for copies under Access of 
Information and make another appointment was not what I wanted and I looked quite 
distressed and told her I wasn’t coming back. Back to filling out forms as though 
relinquishing today. 

She asked us for birth certificates, marriage certificate, driver’s licenses, citizenship 
certificates, landed immigrant cards, passports and any old passports we had to show how 
often we’d traveled into the U.S.!! I explained that we had only used passports in the past 
couple of years to enter the U.S. and that no border official in the U.S. had ever stamped 
our passports. I further explained that I didn’t get old copies of passports when I renewed. 
She was astounded at that news. 

She also strongly recommended that we write up a page of “Why we relinquished” as 
mentioned at the bottom of 4081. 

Reading this it makes her sound a lot worse than she was. Actually she was very polite 
and co-operative. I think she was just a bit stressed by the numbers relinquishing recently 
in Halifax. 

In any case she took all the paperwork and said that normally there is a second 
appointment necessary but she would type everything up and we could get it all done 
today. Then she told us to go away for an hour and she would get it done up.  While we 
waited (eating breakfast) we wrote up the page she had urged as per 4081. 

Returning an hour later we were told to wait for a consular official. This time it was a 
young man who started with: “This should be painless and very quick.” He went through 
the forms and we signed in front of him. He told us it was good to relinquish as opposed 
to renouncing because it was free and we agreed that was good. We asked about copies 
and as others have said were told it is policy not to give copies. We asked about wait time 
to get a CLN and he said that it used to be about a year but there had been so many 
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recently that they were processing them more quickly(!) He said between 2 months and a 
year. I’m hoping for the 2 months but expecting closer to the year. 

Left the office about 11:30 … Overall, as I said, painless and cooperative.          
 
--- Johnnb 2012.01        
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Consulate Report for 

Montréal, Canada 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 
 

 
It was in Montréal, very informal, no ceremony.  The vice-consul and I discussed reasons 
in a 5 minute session during first appointment. It seems they have had and expect a 
serious increase in # of renunciations. 
--- Rivka88, 2012.03 
 
It was like being told to go different tellers in a bank, each doing a small part of your 
transaction. 
First window: tell why you are there 
Second window: documents prepared for your appointment.  Current Cdn & US passport, 
old Cdn Passport and citizenship card, also my list of reasons 
Third window: actual appointment approx 5 minutes, why?  Replied I did not feel like an 
American, dishonest to carry passport of country to which I had no allegiance. 
Montreal will provide a photocopy of your oath of renunciation 
without the consular seal. A one month waiting period for a second appointment.  CLN 
waiting time approx 6 months. 
--- Rivka88, 2012.02 
 

***** 
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Consulate Report for 

Toronto, Canada 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 

 
 
During the absolutely straightforward and expected interview, the consular officer told 
me the following ...: 
 
1. I was asked how I knew I was relinquishing my U.S. citizenship when I became 
Canadian - when I said through media reports at the time, without mentioning Vietnam, 
the officer replied there would have been lots of discussion in the press in Canada during 
the Vietnam era. 
 
2. When I was asked why it was only now that I was contacting the U.S. about my 
relinquishment, I, without wanting to mention the word "tax", said it was in response to 
recent media reports about the 1990s Supreme Court decision to declare people like 
myself potential dual citizens retroactively. The officer sighed and said something to the 
effect that the retroactivity was causing a lot of anxiety and work for a lot of people.  
 
--- Relinquisher B, 2012.05 

 
 
 

I went to the US Consulate (Toronto) today to relinquish my U.S. citizenship. I became a 
Canadian citizen in 1978, never held a U.S. passport, have no American ties except for 
family and some friends I keep in contact. 
 
I was informed at the end of my interview and after signing DS 4079 and one other form 
(DS 4083?) that my CLN would be backdated to the day I took out my Canadian 
citizenship in 1978, and that I should expect to receive the certificate in 2-3 months. 
 
While I am here, I want to take this opportunity to say a big THANK YOU to all of the 
contributors to the IBS. This site has been an incredible wealth of information to me and 
provided me with all of the information I needed to confidently arrange for my formal 
relinquishment of U.S. citizenship. 
 
I will write again to confirm the receipt of my CLN. 
 
--- Bushwacker, 2012.05 
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I relinquished in Toronto this week!  It was an excellent experience.  Everyone I met at 
the consulate was pleasant and just seemed like nice people.  I was at the consulate for 
about one hour in total.  As it was a relinquishment, it required only one visit. 
 
You enter the building in the back on  Simcoe Street.  There are two lines.  For 
relinquishment/renunciation, you want American Citizen Services (it tends to be the 
shorter of the two).  Once through security, guards will direct you to ACS. 
 
At ACS, there are a row of windows, like bank tellers.  I checked in with the clerk at a 
window.   She took my forms, affidavit and id docs and gave me a number like at a 
bakery.  This step of the procedure took just a few minutes.  
 
The waiting room is comfortable, not many people there, and had a large tv, showing a 
news channel. There is a board to show which number is being served.  A bell rings when 
the number changes.  It will show your number and which “bank teller window” to go to 
for your meeting. 
 
I waited about 30 minutes.  I studied Japanese while waiting and actually learned a few 
new words (so I guess I wasn’t all that nervous ☺  There were a few others waiting, I 
heard one of them say he was there on his first visit to renounce. 
 
The meeting with the consul seemed to be about 10 minutes or so.  She had read my 
forms/affidavit and looked at my id before they called my number.  The consul was 
very pleasant and I enjoyed meeting with her.  She asked me some questions and told me 
about the procedure.  It was a very comfortable conversation.  She obviously understood 
that some people move from one country to another and make their life there.    
  
She said that my CLN would show the date of my actual act of relinquishment many 
years ago.  She said I could be getting the CLN in as soon as 2 to 3 months.  I was 
surprised.  She was aware that Canadian CLNs were taking longer than other countries, 
perhaps because there’s such a large number of US-born people here, and said that 
Washington was working on speeding things up.   
 
I was on cloud 9 leaving the consulate!  I felt like I was bouncing up Simcoe Street!   It 
was such a relief!  I felt like my life was back.  Life was normal again … I was me … 
And I had always been me!  I would be getting a CLN that reflected the *reality* of my 
life!  And my interaction with the consul left me with a positive feeling about the United 
States, which was nice too! 
 
I think I was walking around Toronto with a big loony grin on my face the rest of the 
day!  I’ve gotten to know Toronto very well over the decades, and after my successful 
consulate meeting, Canada felt like my undisputed home again!!!       … continued 
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… continued 
Thanks, Brockers … no joke, you were with me in spirit.  These have been very upsetting 
and disorienting months in my life because of this confusing citizenship matter.  Thanks 
for sharing information and moral support!!! 
 
--- Pacifica, 2012.05 

 
 
The visit was a single meeting of about an hour in total.  The appointment was made on-
line with the Notarial Services page of the consulate’s website.   Everyone was very 
polite and helpful, and there were no problems or surprises.  There was no mention of any 
fee.  The CLN will be mailed to the home address.  Having all the necessary documents 
and two completed copies of both 4079 and 4081 probably contributed to the smoothness 
of the experience; having “all your ducks in a row” before going in, seems to be a very 
good idea. 
--- Relinquisher A, 2012.04 
 

 
I relinquished my citizenship. My expatriating act was to take the Canadian oath of 
citizenship. I have also not voted in the US, not renewed my US passport, nor filed any 
tax returns (until recently for the 8854) since acquiring Canadian citizenship. I explained 
on my DS-4079 that I had only just recently filed US tax returns on the advice of the IRS 
because, while it was my intent to lose my US citizenship, it was not my intent to disobey 
any of their rules. 
--- Cornwall 2012.03 
 
I relinquished my US citizenship in Toronto in November 2011. I was told it would take 
3-4 months for my CLN to arrive but I am still waiting for it. It took a couple of weeks 
between the time I contacted them and my one and only appointment. 
I would suggest downloading all the necessary forms because I still have not received the 
blank copies of them that they mailed to me twice. 
In my pre-appointment phone discussions, there was some concern that I only had a 
wallet-sized Certificate of Canadian Citizenship card rather than a letter-sized one. I 
checked with a representative of Service Canada, who said there were two types of 
Certificates: the old laminated wallet-sized card and the new letter-sized paper one. I 
thought about getting a new letter-sized certificate, just to make things easier, until I read 
the application for it and discovered that it is illegal to have more than one copy of a 
Certificate of Canadian Citizenship in your possession at any one time. I pointed this out 
at another pre-appointment phone discussion and subsequently only had to photocopy the 
front and back sides of my wallet-sized card. 
I have found both the Toronto consulate staff and the IRS staff to be quite friendly and 
helpful throughout this whole process. 
--- Cornwall 2012.03 
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Toronto no longer makes a distinction between renunciations and other consular matters 
– just make the appointment and show up. They used to (until last fall) have separate 
days for renunciants and everybody else. I wonder if the change is related to moving 
away from making people take the oath orally, which helps them run the third floor 
without conflict and weirdness.                                                                                              
---Broken Man on a Halifax Pier, 2012.03 

It’s strange how inconsistent procedures are between different consulates. Toronto was 
by-the-book but very straightforward – I was in and out for a first interview in 45 
minutes. (Too by-the-book to do the whole thing in one interview, unfortunately.)             
--- Broken Man on a Halifax Pier, 2012.02 

 

Interesting. I think it depends upon which vice consul you get in Toronto. Having read 
from perhaps you and others, I expected just to sign the oath and go. Instead, he asked me 
to raise my right hand and repeat the oath. There is semi-privacy in that the open waiting 
room is off to the side; the only people in that section are USCs waiting for USC services. 
The visa applications take place on the first floor, so no “foreigners” actually hear this. 
But other USCs can clearly hear; I heard one fellow starting the relinquish process and 
did ask him if he contributed to the forum; he said he did not. 

There is virtually no wait time in Toronto. When I had my first appointment in 
November, I immediately booked for the next week, though I cancelled that appointment 
in order to be sure. The Toronto calendar is easily viewed on line-they post it per month 
and so far, it depends at what point in the month one wants. But as Broken man says, two 
weeks is probably max.                                                                                                                   

--- Noble Dreamer, 2012.03, follow-up comments to Noble Dreamer, 2012.02, below. 

All of the people at the consulate here were kind, professional and showed compassion as 
well. 
--- Noble Dreamer, 2012.02 , follow-up comments to Noble Dreamer, 2012.02, below                                                                                
 

 

Well, its done, it’s over and a big step toward being free! 

The first thing is that Toronto now has a system for keeping keys, cell phones and so on. 
Not big items, no purses and so on. You give it to the security guard – there is a storage 
cubby against the wall. You get a number, present it when you leave and get your 
belongings back. I do want to stress though, only small items. The non-citizen service 
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area was packed and it felt so odd to feel that energy of  so many people wanting to get 
visas, to get in to the US and I was so wanting to get out. 

Mrs. A. went over all the paperwork, got it ready to be reviewed with vice-consul. I have 
always found her to be  totally delightful and we laughed and joked a bit. Then waited 
quite a while (it felt like forever) and overheard another fellow who was in to relinquish. 
Had come to Canada in 1975, citizenship in 1979 and didn’t have a clue he was still USC 
until questioned at the border about US birthplace. As he passed to start filling in his 
paperwork, I asked him if he participated in the expat sites. He said not, though he 
sounded completely familiar with all the right things to know and say. It seemed there 
was another lady also there to renounce/relinquish but I couldn’t hear enough to be 
absolutely sure. 

The interview was quite simple. I would prefer not to mention the fellow by name but it 
was not Eric. He also did my first meeting. He was very friendly, not formal in the least 
and there was no sense of needing to feel concerned about any topics being off-limits. A 
very comfortable conversation. When we were nearly done with signing everything, I 
asked him if there were more than usual numbers for renouncing. He said no, that it was 
about the same as always. I mentioned that I had heard the normal number in Toronto 
was 5 per year and he looked a bit perplexed. Then he asked me why would I think there 
would be more?  I said, “You don’t know?” I then spoke about how important it was to 
understand it was not about taxes. He thought for a moment and said that he observed 
that most who came in mentioned that they just didn’t feel an allegiance to the US 
anymore, not in a negative way, just that they felt more Canadian. He seemed to 
understand that this would be a natural consequence of living abroad for a long time and 
didn’t have a problem with it. He indicated that  retaining USC came with 
“responsibilities.” He thought some came in due to some of the press coverage when they 
otherwise might not have,  but again, that it was more about “being Canadian” than 
anything else. I am sure he truly believes that. It made me wonder, if even the consular 
folks are completely aware of all the issues involved for us. 

Then I was quite surprised that he said I would have to raise my right hand and repeat all 
of the wording on the actual oath page. I was really not prepared for that. But  I did make 
a point of emphasizing  the words “absolutely and entirely renounce my United States 
nationality…..I make this renunciation intentionally, voluntarily, and of my own free 
will…..” And then it was over. I asked for a copy of the oath and he said they were no 
longer doing that – that a couple of months ago, Washington had decided that until the 
renunciation was approved, and a CLN given, no copies of the oath were to go out, since 
the entire process hadn’t been completed. But that the actual date of the renunciation was 
today. I mentioned that I had concerns about trying to travel without that and he told me 
to just explain the situation to the CBP officer; he seemed to think it would be no 
problem. I told him it really didn’t matter since I had an EDL anyways. He seemed 
surprised by that and said “you do?”  And I said “of course.” Judging from some of his 
reactions, I imagine some of the people that come in to renounce are not as aware as the 
people on this forum.                                                                                         
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As I left the building and walked down Simcoe towards Queen, I noticed the buildings, 
all the different types of people walking around and felt “this is my city; this is where I 
belong.”   I realized that while I may not have been very aware of it, I really had changed 
in all my time here and that, in a positive way, I wasn’t American; that there was no 
reason to feel bad about having to renounce. I can’t quite put it into words but it was 
unexpected and liberating! I definitely recommend it!                             
 
--- Noble Dreamer, 2012.02 

 
 
When I relinquished in Toronto in December, they asked if I wanted to give a reason and 
I said, "no". They were totally ok with that response. They were very nice. I had no 
reason to feel nervous.                                                                                                                      
--- iamquincy, 2012.02 

 

I visited the US Consulate in Toronto to inform them that I had committed an act which 
had caused me to relinquish my US citizenship.  They made me fill out seven pages of 
paperwork (which I had done in advance–DS-4079 and DS 4081), swear with my right 
hand raised that I had read and understood the consequences of my actions, and then I 
signed the paperwork in front of a consular officer, who then put the seal of the Consulate 
General of the United States on each signature page. 

 

How I was treated 

The main person that I dealt with Mrs. A. was very polite; she too is Canadian, and so 
there was zero recrimination for the act I had committed–but she did her job, and made 
sure that I knew what I was doing.  The consular officer, a certain Ms. J.H.F., also was 
polite.  At first Mrs. A. suggested that I must come in for a second visit, but when I 
insisted that I had already committed an expatriating act, she agreed that I was only at the 
consulate to inform them of that fait accompli and that there would be no need to return. 
 The expatriating act took place on 28th of February, and she recognized that I was no 
longer an American citizen according to USC 1481 . 

$450 renunciation fee 

I can’t yet say, as I suggested in an earlier post, that the $450 fee would not apply to 
someone who had committed a prior relinquishing act.  It is clear however that 
“renunciation” and “relinquishment” are two completely different acts in the 
understanding of the United States Department of the State and their US Consulates 
General around the world.  Mrs. A. explained that my paperwork would be sent to 
Washington for examination.  This could take a great deal of time.  Meanwhile, she 
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provided me with sealed copies of all the paperwork.  She said that when the Certificate 
of Loss of Nationality (CLN) would be approved, she would contact me and I could pick 
it up after it arrives but I would have to pay any fee that might apply.  She didn’t think 
that the $450 fee would apply but she wasn’t sure.  So I am not in the clear.  However, 
the Toronto US Consulate General says that fee is applicable at the time of taking the 
oath of renunciation.  Singapore too.  The Hamilton Consulate General says the fee is 
applicable at the time of picking up the CLN, and renuciationguide.com says that fee 
technically applies to the processing of the necessary paperwork.  In any case, if I’ve 
made the relinquishing act, owning a Certificate of Loss of Citizenship may not be 
necessary, provided the State Department recognizes my loss of citizenship.  I’d be like 
Scarecrow, brains but no diploma. 

My written statement 

I provided a written statement which I signed in front of the consular officer and which 
she stamped and sealed.  The text of that statement is as follows: 

I have lived in Canada most of my adult life.  I have married a Canadian.  After so many 
years in Canada it became clear that I have a great attachment to Canada, to my Canadian 
friends, to my Canadian wife and her family, and to my church community in Canada.  I 
felt that it was therefore necessary to become a Canadian citizen so that I may become a 
full member of this great and wonderful country and its people.  Therefore, I applied for 
Canadian citizenship in 2010, and I also had, even at that time, the intention of 
relinquishing my US citizenship.  For in taking my pledge to the Queen of Canada, 
Elizabeth II, on February 28, 2011, I realized that it would be absurd for me to be of 
divided loyalty.  My duty to the Queen and to the Dominion of Canada precludes me 
from maintaining citizenship in the United States of America, since when one country 
calls me to serve, dual citizenship could potentially create a conflict of interest.  To avoid 
all such conflicts, I have decided with my full volition and all my heart, to relinquish my 
United States citizenship once and for all, realizing that it is an irrevocable act.     
 
--- Petros, 2011.04 
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Consulate Report for 

Vancouver, Canada 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

 
Here’s the info on my first step of relinquishment at the Vancouver Consulate today: 
-arrived 25 minutes early and lined up outside in the Citizen Services Line. The other line 
was for visas. 
-Everyone is very courteous but the security is a bit tighter than airports but no visible 
weapons. Pack of gum was a mistake. I had to take it outside, open it and then bring it 
back in. I did leave my vehicle fob and cell phone hidden in my vehicle. I saw a few 
people in panic trying to dispense of their possessions. 
-The document transfer inside consisted of (1) getting an order number and handing over 
my ID, (2) sitting down, (3) handing over my prepared forms, (4) sitting back down, (5) 
final discussion with the interviewer. 
-4081: At the final discussion, he only took one copy, did not care that I had crossed out 
“renounce” all over the page, He was completely aware of the difference between 
renounce and relinquish and indicated that relinquishment would give me a back dated 
CLN in 2-12 months. Most likely 12 months. I signed the 4081 but no seal was affixed. 
He warned me that I would never be able to travel on a US passport or vote. 
-4079: He took both copies, asked me the same questions that were on the form. I was 
told to come back in two months to sign the forms.  They will be checking to see if I have 
done any patriotic acts: voting, filing, passports, etc. 
-No fees at this point and they weren’t interested in my immigration card with the date I 
entered Canada. 
-I was out exactly one hour after my appointment time.  
 
--- D, 2012.04 
 
 
Vancouver First Visit: Eight days after making the appointment I had my first 
renunciation meeting at the Vancouver Consulate. The worse part of the whole 
experience was waiting to get inside (although I met some nice people in line). I arrived 
20 minutes early for an early morning appointment. There were two lineups outside – one 
for Visas and one for American Citizen Services. The visa lineup was much longer than 
the ACS lineup which I was in.                                                                                                                            
 
After standing outside for 55 minutes I was summoned inside the door and put all my 
belongings in trays and then I (and my belongings) went through the scan. Once I was 
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deemed to be free of any forbidden items I was escorted by a security guard on an 
elevator up to the 20th floor consulate office.  
 
I started by going to a window to get my ticket, then was sent back to sit down to wait to 
be called to another window. There a man spoke to me briefly and took my U.S. and 
Canadian passports and some other documents I had brought to photocopy and start a file 
for me. He then sent me back to sit and wait to be called to talk to a consular officer who 
spoke with me for about 20 minutes. He described what the loss of my citizenship would 
mean to me and asked me why I was renouncing. He told me that I would be called back 
in about two months for my second meeting when I will see a consular official and sign 
documents such as the CLN. They will let me know what documents I am to bring to that 
meeting. That is also when I will pay the $450 fee. Then I can expect to wait about a year 
to get the official CLN from Washington. He also said that the CLN sent from 
Washington will show the date that I sign the document at my second Vancouver visit as 
the date of loss of citizenship. 
 
I asked about travel across the border during the period between signing/giving up my 
U.S. passport and receiving the official CLN. He said that I should travel with my 
Canadian passport and if a border guard questions me about that I would simply respond 
that I have renounced my citizenship but do not yet have the CLN document to be issued 
from Washington. There was at least one other person there to renounce/rescind while I 
was there. 
 
All the consulate staff that I dealt with during the process were cordial and very 
professional. I never felt any recrimination from anyone for what I was doing. They 
simply did their jobs and did them well. So, don’t have an anxiety attack over this if 
you’re planning to renounce/rescind in Vancouver. Just make an appointment and start 
the process. (You make an appointment by emailing the “notary and other services 
appointment” address you find on the Vancouver Consulate website.) 
 
The whole process from the time I actually got inside until I was escorted out took about 
50 minutes. I noticed when I got out that the lineup was much longer so I would 
recommend getting an appointment as early in the day as you can to beat the longer 
lineups. 
 
Nitty-gritty Notes: Some people who went in were sent back outside to get rid of pills, 
etc. Someone in line told me that a place across the street would hold your cell phone for 
you for $5 but I can’t confirm that. I noticed a washroom on the main floor right by the 
elevator that takes you up to the consulate. There’s a Starbucks and another really good 
coffee place right by the consulate in case anyone needs a drink after their experience. 
 
--- Ladybug 2012.04 
 

***** 
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Got to the Vancouver consulate at 9 am for a 9:30 appointment, and had to navigate a 
huge line (outside) of people lining up for visa applications. Security folks were pretty 
helpful, and after standing outside (my wife was freezing) for about 40 minutes, we got in 
through security and up to the 20th floor. Security folks were all pleasant and efficient. 
 
After about 5 minutes, we (yes, they let me in too) fronted up to a consular clerk (?) who 
was wearing a sweater that said CANADA across the back in big letters, and he 
proceeded to look at all the documents for a relinquishment. 
1. He wasn’t interested in the statutory declaration, never looked at it. 
2. He looked at the two forms and said they were very old forms (I downloaded them 
from the DOS website) and proceeded to transfer the info onto his own form. And he was 
super helpful. 
 
Then he looked at passports and citizenship documents and asked if my wife had her 
Canadian citizenship card. She didn’t bring it. He said THAT is considered the “official” 
document, and the piece of paper isn’t. He intimated that this is a Canadian statement, not 
US. And it puzzled him too, She dug up the card (at home) and will bring it the next time. 
So be advised — bring both of those citizenship pieces if you have them. 
Once he was finished with his paperwork — and copied all the docs (wanted landed 
immigrant paper too), he then handed it all over to the Consul, who then spent about 20 
minutes questioning my wife about her intent — making sure this was completely 
voluntary, and he made sure she understood the consequences of her actions. I was asked 
to step away during this process — he said quite freely that part of his job is to make sure 
she isn’t being coerced. 
 
Both of these guys asked when was the last tax return filed, but didn’t go any further 
down that road. And she was asked several times if she has(d) a US passport (she never 
did). At the end of the consular interview, he said the application is now filed, and in two 
months we’ll get a call for a second interview — again, he said, to make sure that this 
action is being taken voluntarily and with full consideration of the “irrevocable” nature of 
the act. He indicated that after the second interview, it would take about a year to get the 
CLN. 
 
Bottom line — as long as she has taken no action at all that would indicate a desire to 
retain US citizenship, the application should be approved. That won’t be a problem. 
That was it — took about 90 minutes once we were through the door, and the experience 
was pretty benign. Those guys all know what’s going on here, and he as much as said 
they’ve had a flood of these applications — that’s why it takes two months for the 2nd 
interview and a year to get the CLN.  
 
--- Arrow 2012.03 

***** 
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Well…..I am Renounced!!!!!!!!!!! I had my appt and I cannot begin to describe the 
feeling of relief after leaving that embassy!  I encourage everyone who has not done so, 
to do it!! 

The consular was very polite and professional, they did try to talk me out of it and 
explained every “possibility” that could happen in my life that I would want to keep my 
US Citizenship, but I stood my ground and proceeded. It went very smoothly… although, 
I was surprised as they took my 450.00 at my appt.  

He did ask if I had children, I told him yes. I described my circumstances and why in fact 
they are not US Citizens as per the DOS websites and qualifications. He confirmed I was 
probably right but said the kids later in life COULD try and fill out an application and the 
DOS would make that determination, not a lawyer as I consulted.  The keyword is 
COULD… 

I am so happy to be 100% CANADIAN GAL now!!! 

I felt like shouting as I walked out FREEDOM, like William Wallace from Braveheart, 
lol!!!!      
                                                                                                                                 --- 
Lovecheese, 2012.03 

 
***** 

 
I had a 9:30 appointment with an ACS at the Vancouver US consulate. I arrived there at 
9:00 and informed the staff person there that I had an appointment. She directed me a 
shorter line. The worst parts of the interview experience yesterday were the security 
processes and the waiting (not knowing how long I would be). I realized I had 
preconceived notions about what would happen without checking how things would 
unfold. If I had had some knowledge of the reality of all this it would have been far less 
stressful. So I thought I’d share that with anyone who could benefit from it. 
 
The consulate staff I spoke with were professional and pleasant and asked the kinds of 
questions I was expecting. The security processes were somewhat arbitrary – a woman in 
front of me who was with two young children had to discard her lipsticks. She had to do 
that by leaving the consulate and walking next door to a courtyard where there was some 
kind of garbage container where she could drop her lipsticks. I was not asked to discard 
my lipstick (why?). Lipsticks were not on the list of things one could not bring into the 
consulate. Neither were any kind of “drugs”. I forgot about the few lactaid and Tylenol 
tablets I carried in my purse. That was enough to cause me to have to leave the security 
check line, give the offending material and my drivers license to another security guard, 
stand outside holding the loose contents of my purse along with some important 
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documents in a wooden box for about 15 or 20 minutes before I was called in again to go 
through the same security process sans offending pills. Then once escorted by a security  
 
guard to the elevator and transported to the 20th floor I was given the wrong directions  
and stood in front of an empty wicket waiting for service. People around me, in a very 
crowded room were sitting on the floor (all chairs used up) and I started to wonder just 
how long I was going to be there. 
 
Someone finally did come – and I was told to go to another wicket. I answered questions 
from two different people, and while waiting in a darkish warm hallway filled with chairs 
for another interviewer, heard a staff person announce that the computers had gone down 
but not to worry, it wasn’t just them it was “the whole world”. And I thought what 
horrific thing could have possibly happened for all the world’s computers to have shut 
down? And there was I sitting in a U.S. consulate and that wasn’t a good thing! Later, my 
husband said it was probably “just” the worldwide consulate network that had problems, 
but at the time, I had a mini panic attack sitting in that line of chairs wondering when 
number X (my number) would be called again and when I could get out of that building. 
I was out in about two hours and I would have sworn it was eight. Time lost its usual 
sense for me. I felt like I was in prison. Those of you who have traveled more, especially 
to countries where you needed visas have probably experienced some of this. But it was 
all new to me. 
 
The second interview should be in two or three months and I believe will be much less 
stressful because I will be more prepared. After that interview my information goes to 
Washington where the final decision is made. That will probably take a year from 
yesterday. After that, I hear from the IRS. I knew all this but it was still sobering to hear 
it again and all the anger and sadness I have had about this whole process came welling 
up and is still very present in me.          
 
--- One Relinquisher, 2012.03 
 

***** 
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Consulate Report for 

Copenhagen, Denmark 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 

 
 
I only had one appointment at the Copenhagen embassy. I don’t know if that is standard 
practice for them or if it is because in my initial email to them I stated that I was aware of 
all the consequences, ramifications, fees and IRS forms and that I had already weighed 
my decision carefully. And they sent me all the forms to look over in an email. So there 
was absolutely no need for me to go twice. 
--- Rødgrød, 2012.03 
 

My renunciation went very smoothly. I was in and out of there in 45 minutes! There was 
no one in sight, but as I climbed the steps to the building a guard came out and greeted 
me. I explained that I had an appointment, so he opened up for me and I went inside 
where there was an airport-like security area with Danish guards. I gave my cell phone 
and ipod to one of the guards and walked through the metal detector.  
 
It was a very friendly and relaxed atmosphere. I seemed to be their only “customer”. 
Inside the embassy the guard was a US soldier. I gave him my name and he asked for my 
ID. First I gave him my US passport but then I realized that I would need it later in order 
to give it up. Oops. So I explained the situation to him and he politely accepted my 
driver’s license instead. I sat in the lobby and waited for about 15 minutes. 
 
I was still early and I didn’t mind waiting as it gave my time to calm myself and collect 
my thoughts. I didn’t see anyone else except the cleaning lady, who had a conversation 
with the guard about how to best remove the finger smudges from his teller’s window. 
After awhile the Consul came out and received me. He was extremely apologetic for the 
waiting time, which I hadn’t minded at all (I was early anyway). He seemed a bit stressed 
and he explained to me that he had to meet with the Ambassador in a few minutes. Again, 
he was very apologetic and wanted to assure me that he did not in any way want to 
undermine the seriousness of what I was doing even though we would have to do it 
quickly. I told him it was no problem and that I had read a lot about the procedure and 
felt prepared.  

We went into his office and sat down. I felt he was very thorough despite the fact that he 
was in a rush. He explained to me that it was not his job to talk me out of it or make any  
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judgments but that it was his job to make sure that I understood the ramifications of 
renouncing. He was very polite and professional and I felt totally at ease. He said that he 
had read my letter and that from the letter he had the impression that I was very serious 
about my decision.  

He asked me if I could tell him a little more about why I wanted to renounce, especially 
since the Danish government will probably pass a law allowing dual citizenship next 
year. I explained to him that I felt that the less bureaucracy in my life the better, and that I 
only wanted to have to answer to one set of authorities. He then asked why, then, I 
wanted Danish citizenship instead of just having the American. I told him that I wanted to 
feel fully integrated here, be able to vote, etc. and that after almost 16 years it just felt 
like the right thing to do. I also mentioned that I want certainty about the future; that is, I 
want to have the same rights as every other citizen in Denmark and not be subject to the 
whim of immigration laws. He said that sounded fair enough. He also asked what my 
husband thought about it (maybe he wanted to make sure that nobody was pressuring me) 
and what my family in the States feels about it (it doesn’t bother them). All in all I think 
he was just making sure that I knew what I was doing. I actually enjoyed speaking with 
him. He also mentioned that I could still be extradited, could not escape criminal 
prosecution, am still liable for any taxes owed, and about form 8854 (which they already 
had emailed me a copy of).  

Finally, he went through the paperwork and told me that they usually get the CLN back 
within a few weeks. I signed the papers (I didn’t have to raise my hand or repeat any 
oaths) and “affirmed” that I was renouncing. He then said goodbye and said he would 
rather have met me under other circumstances but that he wished me all the best.  
 
I was then turned over to his assistant, a Danish guy with whom I had had lots of email 
and telephone contact already. The assistant took me to the cashier and I paid the $450 
(the only painful part about the whole process!). The assistant explained to me that they 
understood the seriousness of me not having a passport and that if I didn’t get my CLN 
within three weeks then I should call him and he would try and get the process sped up. 
He also admitted that some cases do get dragged out, but if the waiting time gets really 
long then they could ask the State Department permission to give me a copy of the oath I 
signed, which should be enough for the Danes to give me a passport. And then it was 
over! No second appointment; if all goes well I shouldn't have to go back (*knocking on 
wood*). I think the people I met at the embassy are the most polite people I’ve ever met 

in Denmark.  
 
---Rødgrød, 2012.02 
 

 
***** 
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Consulate Report for 

Marseilles, France 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

 
After going through a draconian security control, my husband and I were admitted to 
the Consulate in Marseille on the agreed upon date. We were the only people present 
aside from the Consul and the consular staff behind the guichets.  

 
The Consul also mentioned, in passing, that there would be a $450 fee for 
renouncing, which no one had told me prior to my arrival. He then asked me to sit 
down and contemplate the gravity of my decision for about 15 minutes, after which 

we proceeded to the formal renouncement in front of the American flag 
 
I was told that I would receive a Certificate of Renunciation and a bill for $450 within 

a couple of months. I have still not received my Certificate of Loss of Nationality, or 
the bill. I sent an email asking about the delay, and I was informed that due to the 
elevated number of renunciations, it was taking longer than foreseen to process the 
CLN. 

 
--- K, 2012.05 
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Consulate Report for 

Frankfurt, Germany 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 
 

 
Only 1 appointment ca. 4 weeks after initial contact, with information exchanged by 
letter and e-mail beforehand, so I and the consulate had everything needed.  (Possibly an 
appointment space had opened up, because they initially said it would be 8-12 weeks.) 

I took my US passport, my “Einbürgerungszusicherung” from Germany (saying that the 
Germans would give me citizenship when I got the “Certificate of Loss of Nationality”) 
and the Statement of Understanding, plus the form for the fee. 

The vice consul was quite courteous, but made sure I was serious about it and understood 
it was irrevocable. 

They took my US passport and gave me a sort of receipt (in German) for it. 

3 weeks later, the consulate sent the Certificate of Loss of Nationality and the invalidated 
passport by certified mail (Einschreiben). 

It took about a week to get a notarized translation of the Certificate of Loss of 
Nationality, which I needed to become a German, and another 2 weeks until I had a 
passport again. 

A colleague who has to travel a lot for his job somehow managed to get the US consulate 
and the German side to coordinate so he was only without travel ID for about 1 1/2 
weeks. 
 
--- Sally 2012.03 

 
***** 
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Consulate Report for 

Hong Kong 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

USxCanada can vouch for the reliability of the following reporter, personally known 

for over three decades. This report of no-fee relinquishment in Hong Kong, 

authorized for release to Brock, is cut-and-pasted from a just-received email. This 

case provides further evidence that residents of Canada are suffering execrable 

treatment by the country from which they seek release. 

 

•  •  • 

Date of first appointment: 2012.02 

Date of second appointment: 2012.03 

Date of receipt of CLN: 2012.04 (stamped approved by DoS end of March, received 

end of April) 

The consulate informed me at my second appointment that it should be “weeks, not 

months” till receipt of my CLN as Washington was supposed to be processing quickly, 

which turned out to be the case. 

I truthfully characterized my intent at the time of performing my potentially 

expatriating act (working for a foreign government) as “if not knowing, at least 

negligent or reckless” as to loss of US citizenship, which DoS accepted. 

I likewise characterized my subsequent filing of US income tax returns (2 or 3 years’ 

worth) as “evidence less of intent to retain US citizenship than intent to avoid IRS 

*filing*-related penalties” (I have not *owed* lo these many years), which DoS 

likewise accepted. 

I hope this information is useful to those waiting for their CLNs and especially to 

those hoping to relinquish. 
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Consulate Report for 

Tokyo, Japan 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

Request: Nov 2011 

1st appointment: Dec 2011 
2nd appointment: Feb 2012 
CLN date: Mar 2012 
 

1. The CLN reason says “willfully committed and officially reported an expatriating 
act [swearing allegiance to another country's constitution/government] with the 
intention of losing citizenship” (paraphrasing, as I don’t have it in front of me right 

now; I keep it in a safe place with other important papers like my will etc). 
2. I was not charged $450, it was free. And it’s free for all people that do this as part 
of their Japanese naturalization process as the above is not considered to be 
“renouncing.” 

3. Japan is a country that requires the renunciation/abandonment/relinquishment of 
all other nationalities as a condition for naturalization. For Americans this must be 
done within two years after Japanese citizenship is approved. 

4. The U.S. process is unique in this aspect (re Japanese naturalization) in that for 
most countries, you get rid of your previous nationalities just before to proceeding 
with acquiring Japanese nationality. 
5. The first interview is basically an bunch of questions trying to determine if you 

know what you’re doing, understand the ramifications (explaining all the things you 
won’t be able to do anymore), making sure you’re not being coerced or forced to do 
it, and being provided with the forms and paperwork (mostly printed from the 
state.gov website). The second interview was returning and reviewing the completed 

paperwork, passport, and swearing in front of a consular officer that the information 
is true etc. 
 

One last thing: I did go to the embassy three times because the first time (interview 
“zero”) was to explain what I was trying to do. To get into the U.S. Embassy at 
Tokyo for a non-emergency, you need to make an appointment using their online 
web form / appointment system. (no well published phone number).   

 
So I clicked on/selected the closest thing: “passport services: other”. When I got to 
the embassy for interview #0, they explained that not just anybody at the embassy 

can do this procedure, so I’d have to make a special appointment using a non-listed 
phone number that they provided me to find a date that the officer was available. 
The hardest part of losing my U.S. nationality was making these appointments, and 
the official is apparently a busy man and only has a few days a month that he’s 

available. 
 
 
 

… continued 
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… continued 

The reason I had two and a half appointments, I believe, is because:  

appointment #0 aka “request”: talked to low level embassy employee 
(“visa/birth/marriage recorder”. Not trained or authorized to do anything with 
renunciation etc.) 

appointment #1: slightly higher level person, reading from a script, with a supervisor 
to his left helping and guiding him 

final appointment #2: swearing and talking to and giving the paperwork directly to 
the foreign service officer for the U.S. Embassy at Tokyo.  

--- Eido, 2012.05 

 



Page 27 of 30 

THE ISAAC BROCK SOCIETY 

_________________________________________________________ 
(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time) 

2012.05.27 

 
 

 
 

Consulate Report for 

Scandinavia (unspecified consulate) 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 

 

I renounced in August 2010 and received my CLN the following November, much sooner 
than I had expected. As apparently in most, this embassy required two visits. My first 
interview was actually in November 2009. The consul was respectful but seemed to have 
a hard time countenancing my reason. "Then go to another bank,” he retorted when I told 
him one of the difficulties I'd been having. Despite my argument that I should have a 
right to renounce then and there (and what my lawyer suggested should be my position), 
he insisted on a two-month reflection period, so I wasn’t able to get it done within the 
2009 calendar year. I didn't get around to my second interview until the following 
August, in part because I figured it didn't make much difference when during the year I 
renounced--as long as it got done. There was typically only a three to four week waiting 
period for appointments. 

Like a previous writer reported about her friend's experience, at this embassy there's an 
open reception area in the which everyone with consular-related issues sit and wait. I had 
the dubious pleasure of making the oath of renunciation at a window in this packed and 
quiet room where all these good people could hear every word. Otherwise, the experience 
went went smoothly and the people at the embassy were polite and professional.  I asked 
the consul how many others had renounced; he said they only get two or three a year. 
Whether the numbers have gone up since then, I'd be curious to know.   

--- Brash, 2012.03 

 
***** 
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Consulate Report for 

Bratislava, Slovakia 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 
 

 
My first and second renunciation appointments were about two weeks apart at the 
Embassy in Bratislava during July of 2010. I scheduled my first appointment online 
under notary and other services. I showed up for my first appointment with all forms 
filled in. But they still made me come back a second time. It made me angry until I 
realized it was just part of the process.  After the first appointment, I received an e-mail 
informing me of my second appointment.  

The process was pretty straight forward. The first interview was very formal. I was asked 
a lot of questions about the reasons why I wanted to renounce. The second interview was 
actually pretty friendly and focused on trying to talk me out of renouncing.  

I received my CLN in September of 2010. I paid the 450 USD when I received it. I also 
requested three notarized copies which cost 50 USD each.  

It was a bittersweet experience. But I am glad I went through with it. 
 
--- Rick Blaine, 2012.03 
 

***** 
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Consulate Report for 

Stockholm, Sweden 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

 
A friend of ours renounced last December. In Stockholm, there is one large room where 
everybody sits in rows of chairs with Windows A and B on one side of the room and 
another window for visas on the other side of the room. There is no privacy. 
She was called up to Window B and asked to recite the oath of renunciation there in front 
of all the visa applicants. She did it, but she did notice all the visa applicants staring at her 
like she was from outer space. She could only smile knowingly. She still has not received 
her CLN. 
--Lisa, 2012.03 

  
***** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 30 of 30 

THE ISAAC BROCK SOCIETY 

_________________________________________________________ 
(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time) 

2012.05.27 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Consulate Report for 

Bern, Switzerland 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

I renounced in October 2009 at the embassy in Bern, it was approved two weeks later, 
and I received my CLN in late January or early February 2010. I finally got around to 
filling out the 8854 by the end of the year.  

The embassy staff in Bern were all very nice throughout the process, and it was the only 
thing I have ever gotten done for free by them! 

--- Tom, April 2012 

***** 
  

 


