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Consulate Report for 

Toronto, Canada 
(As reported to the Isaac Brock Society - Liberty and Justice for all US Persons Abroad) 

 
 

 
 
During the absolutely straightforward and expected interview, the consular officer told 
me the following ...: 
 
1. I was asked how I knew I was relinquishing my U.S. citizenship when I became 
Canadian - when I said through media reports at the time, without mentioning Vietnam, 
the officer replied there would have been lots of discussion in the press in Canada during 
the Vietnam era. 
 
2. When I was asked why it was only now that I was contacting the U.S. about my 
relinquishment, I, without wanting to mention the word "tax", said it was in response to 
recent media reports about the 1990s Supreme Court decision to declare people like 
myself potential dual citizens retroactively. The officer sighed and said something to the 
effect that the retroactivity was causing a lot of anxiety and work for a lot of people.  
 
--- Relinquisher B, 2012.05 

 
 
 

I went to the US Consulate (Toronto) today to relinquish my U.S. citizenship. I became a 
Canadian citizen in 1978, never held a U.S. passport, have no American ties except for 
family and some friends I keep in contact. 
 
I was informed at the end of my interview and after signing DS 4079 and one other form 
(DS 4083?) that my CLN would be backdated to the day I took out my Canadian 
citizenship in 1978, and that I should expect to receive the certificate in 2-3 months. 
 
While I am here, I want to take this opportunity to say a big THANK YOU to all of the 
contributors to the IBS. This site has been an incredible wealth of information to me and 
provided me with all of the information I needed to confidently arrange for my formal 
relinquishment of U.S. citizenship. 
 
I will write again to confirm the receipt of my CLN. 
 
--- Bushwacker, 2012.05 
 

 



Isaac Brock Society 
Page 2 of 7 

(Please note procedures can vary by location and can change over time) 
2012.05.27 

 

I relinquished in Toronto this week!  It was an excellent experience.  Everyone I met at 
the consulate was pleasant and just seemed like nice people.  I was at the consulate for 
about one hour in total.  As it was a relinquishment, it required only one visit. 
 
You enter the building in the back on  Simcoe Street.  There are two lines.  For 
relinquishment/renunciation, you want American Citizen Services (it tends to be the 
shorter of the two).  Once through security, guards will direct you to ACS. 
 
At ACS, there are a row of windows, like bank tellers.  I checked in with the clerk at a 
window.   She took my forms, affidavit and id docs and gave me a number like at a 
bakery.  This step of the procedure took just a few minutes.  
 
The waiting room is comfortable, not many people there, and had a large tv, showing a 
news channel. There is a board to show which number is being served.  A bell rings when 
the number changes.  It will show your number and which “bank teller window” to go to 
for your meeting. 
 
I waited about 30 minutes.  I studied Japanese while waiting and actually learned a few 
new words (so I guess I wasn’t all that nervous ☺  There were a few others waiting, I 
heard one of them say he was there on his first visit to renounce. 
 
The meeting with the consul seemed to be about 10 minutes or so.  She had read my 
forms/affidavit and looked at my id before they called my number.  The consul was 
very pleasant and I enjoyed meeting with her.  She asked me some questions and told me 
about the procedure.  It was a very comfortable conversation.  She obviously understood 
that some people move from one country to another and make their life there.    
  
She said that my CLN would show the date of my actual act of relinquishment many 
years ago.  She said I could be getting the CLN in as soon as 2 to 3 months.  I was 
surprised.  She was aware that Canadian CLNs were taking longer than other countries, 
perhaps because there’s such a large number of US-born people here, and said that 
Washington was working on speeding things up.   
 
I was on cloud 9 leaving the consulate!  I felt like I was bouncing up Simcoe Street!   It 
was such a relief!  I felt like my life was back.  Life was normal again … I was me … 
And I had always been me!  I would be getting a CLN that reflected the *reality* of my 
life!  And my interaction with the consul left me with a positive feeling about the United 
States, which was nice too! 
 
I think I was walking around Toronto with a big loony grin on my face the rest of the 
day!  I’ve gotten to know Toronto very well over the decades, and after my successful 
consulate meeting, Canada felt like my undisputed home again!!!       … continued 
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… continued 
Thanks, Brockers … no joke, you were with me in spirit.  These have been very upsetting 
and disorienting months in my life because of this confusing citizenship matter.  Thanks 
for sharing information and moral support!!! 
 
--- Pacifica, 2012.05 

 
 
The visit was a single meeting of about an hour in total.  The appointment was made on-
line with the Notarial Services page of the consulate’s website.   Everyone was very 
polite and helpful, and there were no problems or surprises.  There was no mention of any 
fee.  The CLN will be mailed to the home address.  Having all the necessary documents 
and two completed copies of both 4079 and 4081 probably contributed to the smoothness 
of the experience; having “all your ducks in a row” before going in, seems to be a very 
good idea. 
--- Relinquisher A, 2012.04 
 

 
I relinquished my citizenship. My expatriating act was to take the Canadian oath of 
citizenship. I have also not voted in the US, not renewed my US passport, nor filed any 
tax returns (until recently for the 8854) since acquiring Canadian citizenship. I explained 
on my DS-4079 that I had only just recently filed US tax returns on the advice of the IRS 
because, while it was my intent to lose my US citizenship, it was not my intent to disobey 
any of their rules. 
--- Cornwall 2012.03 
 
I relinquished my US citizenship in Toronto in November 2011. I was told it would take 
3-4 months for my CLN to arrive but I am still waiting for it. It took a couple of weeks 
between the time I contacted them and my one and only appointment. 
I would suggest downloading all the necessary forms because I still have not received the 
blank copies of them that they mailed to me twice. 
In my pre-appointment phone discussions, there was some concern that I only had a 
wallet-sized Certificate of Canadian Citizenship card rather than a letter-sized one. I 
checked with a representative of Service Canada, who said there were two types of 
Certificates: the old laminated wallet-sized card and the new letter-sized paper one. I 
thought about getting a new letter-sized certificate, just to make things easier, until I read 
the application for it and discovered that it is illegal to have more than one copy of a 
Certificate of Canadian Citizenship in your possession at any one time. I pointed this out 
at another pre-appointment phone discussion and subsequently only had to photocopy the 
front and back sides of my wallet-sized card. 
I have found both the Toronto consulate staff and the IRS staff to be quite friendly and 
helpful throughout this whole process. 
--- Cornwall 2012.03 
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Toronto no longer makes a distinction between renunciations and other consular matters 
– just make the appointment and show up. They used to (until last fall) have separate 
days for renunciants and everybody else. I wonder if the change is related to moving 
away from making people take the oath orally, which helps them run the third floor 
without conflict and weirdness.                                                                                              
---Broken Man on a Halifax Pier, 2012.03 

It’s strange how inconsistent procedures are between different consulates. Toronto was 
by-the-book but very straightforward – I was in and out for a first interview in 45 
minutes. (Too by-the-book to do the whole thing in one interview, unfortunately.)             
--- Broken Man on a Halifax Pier, 2012.02 

Interesting. I think it depends upon which vice consul you get in Toronto. Having read 
from perhaps you and others, I expected just to sign the oath and go. Instead, he asked me 
to raise my right hand and repeat the oath. There is semi-privacy in that the open waiting 
room is off to the side; the only people in that section are USCs waiting for USC services. 
The visa applications take place on the first floor, so no “foreigners” actually hear this. 
But other USCs can clearly hear; I heard one fellow starting the relinquish process and 
did ask him if he contributed to the forum; he said he did not. 

There is virtually no wait time in Toronto. When I had my first appointment in 
November, I immediately booked for the next week, though I cancelled that appointment 
in order to be sure. The Toronto calendar is easily viewed on line-they post it per month 
and so far, it depends at what point in the month one wants. But as Broken man says, two 
weeks is probably max.                                                                                                                  
--- Noble Dreamer, 2012.03 (follow-up comments to Noble Dreamer, 2012.02, below.) 

All of the people at the consulate here were kind, professional and showed compassion as 
well. 
--- Noble Dreamer, 2012.02-a , (follow-up comments to Noble Dreamer, 2012.02 below)                                                                                                                                   
 

Well, its done, it’s over and a big step toward being free! 

The first thing is that Toronto now has a system for keeping keys, cell phones and so on. 
Not big items, no purses and so on. You give it to the security guard – there is a storage 
cubby against the wall. You get a number, present it when you leave and get your 
belongings back. I do want to stress though, only small items. The non-citizen service 
area was packed and it felt so odd to feel that energy of  so many people wanting to get 
visas, to get in to the US and I was so wanting to get out. 

Mrs. A. went over all the paperwork, got it ready to be reviewed with vice-consul. I have 
always found her to be  totally delightful and we laughed and joked a bit. Then waited 
quite a while (it felt like forever) and overheard another fellow who was in to relinquish. 
Had come to Canada in 1975, citizenship in 1979 and didn’t have a clue he was still USC 
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until questioned at the border about US birthplace. As he passed to start filling in his 
paperwork, I asked him if he participated in the expat sites. He said not, though he 
sounded completely familiar with all the right things to know and say. It seemed there 
was another lady also there to renounce/relinquish but I couldn’t hear enough to be 
absolutely sure. 

The interview was quite simple. I would prefer not to mention the fellow by name but it 
was not Eric. He also did my first meeting. He was very friendly, not formal in the least 
and there was no sense of needing to feel concerned about any topics being off-limits. A 
very comfortable conversation. When we were nearly done with signing everything, I 
asked him if there were more than usual numbers for renouncing. He said no, that it was 
about the same as always. I mentioned that I had heard the normal number in Toronto 
was 5 per year and he looked a bit perplexed. Then he asked me why would I think there 
would be more?  I said, “You don’t know?” I then spoke about how important it was to 
understand it was not about taxes. He thought for a moment and said that he observed 
that most who came in mentioned that they just didn’t feel an allegiance to the US 
anymore, not in a negative way, just that they felt more Canadian. He seemed to 
understand that this would be a natural consequence of living abroad for a long time and 
didn’t have a problem with it. He indicated that  retaining USC came with 
“responsibilities.” He thought some came in due to some of the press coverage when they 
otherwise might not have,  but again, that it was more about “being Canadian” than 
anything else. I am sure he truly believes that. It made me wonder, if even the consular 
folks are completely aware of all the issues involved for us. 

Then I was quite surprised that he said I would have to raise my right hand and repeat all 
of the wording on the actual oath page. I was really not prepared for that. But  I did make 
a point of emphasizing  the words “absolutely and entirely renounce my United States 
nationality…..I make this renunciation intentionally, voluntarily, and of my own free 
will…..” And then it was over. I asked for a copy of the oath and he said they were no 
longer doing that – that a couple of months ago, Washington had decided that until the 
renunciation was approved, and a CLN given, no copies of the oath were to go out, since 
the entire process hadn’t been completed. But that the actual date of the renunciation was 
today. I mentioned that I had concerns about trying to travel without that and he told me 
to just explain the situation to the CBP officer; he seemed to think it would be no 
problem. I told him it really didn’t matter since I had an EDL anyways. He seemed 
surprised by that and said “you do?”  And I said “of course.” Judging from some of his 
reactions, I imagine some of the people that come in to renounce are not as aware as the 
people on this forum.                                                                                         

As I left the building and walked down Simcoe towards Queen, I noticed the buildings, 
all the different types of people walking around and felt “this is my city; this is where I 
belong.”   I realized that while I may not have been very aware of it, I really had changed 
in all my time here and that, in a positive way, I wasn’t American; that there was no  
reason to feel bad about having to renounce. I can’t quite put it into words but it was 
unexpected and liberating! I definitely recommend it!                             
--- Noble Dreamer, 2012.02 
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When I relinquished in Toronto in December, they asked if I wanted to give a reason and 
I said, "no". They were totally ok with that response. They were very nice. I had no 
reason to feel nervous.                                                                                                                      
--- iamquincy, 2012.02 

 

 

I visited the US Consulate in Toronto to inform them that I had committed an act which 
had caused me to relinquish my US citizenship.  They made me fill out seven pages of 
paperwork (which I had done in advance–DS-4079 and DS 4081), swear with my right 
hand raised that I had read and understood the consequences of my actions, and then I 
signed the paperwork in front of a consular officer, who then put the seal of the Consulate 
General of the United States on each signature page. 

How I was treated 

The main person that I dealt with Mrs. A. was very polite; she too is Canadian, and so 
there was zero recrimination for the act I had committed–but she did her job, and made 
sure that I knew what I was doing.  The consular officer, a certain Ms. J.H.F., also was 
polite.  At first Mrs. A. suggested that I must come in for a second visit, but when I 
insisted that I had already committed an expatriating act, she agreed that I was only at the 
consulate to inform them of that fait accompli and that there would be no need to return. 
 The expatriating act took place on 28th of February, and she recognized that I was no 
longer an American citizen according to USC 1481 . 

$450 renunciation fee 

I can’t yet say, as I suggested in an earlier post, that the $450 fee would not apply to 
someone who had committed a prior relinquishing act.  It is clear however that 
“renunciation” and “relinquishment” are two completely different acts in the 
understanding of the United States Department of the State and their US Consulates 
General around the world.  Mrs. A. explained that my paperwork would be sent to 
Washington for examination.  This could take a great deal of time.  Meanwhile, she 
provided me with sealed copies of all the paperwork.  She said that when the Certificate 
of Loss of Nationality (CLN) would be approved, she would contact me and I could pick 
it up after it arrives but I would have to pay any fee that might apply.  She didn’t think 
that the $450 fee would apply but she wasn’t sure.  So I am not in the clear.  However, 
the Toronto US Consulate General says that fee is applicable at the time of taking the 
oath of renunciation.  Singapore too.  The Hamilton Consulate General says the fee is 
applicable at the time of picking up the CLN, and renuciationguide.com says that fee 
technically applies to the processing of the necessary paperwork.  In any case, if I’ve 
made the relinquishing act, owning a Certificate of Loss of Citizenship may not be 
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necessary, provided the State Department recognizes my loss of citizenship.  I’d be like 
Scarecrow, brains but no diploma.                                          

My written statement 

I provided a written statement which I signed in front of the consular officer and which 
she stamped and sealed.  The text of that statement is as follows: 

I have lived in Canada most of my adult life.  I have married a Canadian.  After so many 
years in Canada it became clear that I have a great attachment to Canada, to my Canadian 
friends, to my Canadian wife and her family, and to my church community in Canada.  I 
felt that it was therefore necessary to become a Canadian citizen so that I may become a 
full member of this great and wonderful country and its people.  Therefore, I applied for 
Canadian citizenship in 2010, and I also had, even at that time, the intention of 
relinquishing my US citizenship.  For in taking my pledge to the Queen of Canada, 
Elizabeth II, on February 28, 2011, I realized that it would be absurd for me to be of 
divided loyalty.  My duty to the Queen and to the Dominion of Canada precludes me 
from maintaining citizenship in the United States of America, since when one country 
calls me to serve, dual citizenship could potentially create a conflict of interest.  To avoid 
all such conflicts, I have decided with my full volition and all my heart, to relinquish my 
United States citizenship once and for all, realizing that it is an irrevocable act.     
 
--- Petros, 2011.04 

 
 
 


